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the records would appear to show that this favoured the
development of leaf diseases. In Japan, it is stated. Grey
Blight is made worse by nitrogenous manuring.
In India, experience would seem to indicate that the
commoner leaf and stem diseases can be controlled by
adequate manuring. The publications of the Indian Tea
Association state that Brown Blight, Grey Blight, Die-back,
and Bed Rust may be directly traced to deficiencies in the
soil, and that Die-back and Brown Blight are diseases of
weak plants.
Spraying tea for leaf disease has been frequently advo-
cated but has not been widely adopted. Indeed, it might
perhaps be said that except in the case of disease in nurseries,
and in the treatment of Blister Blight in India, spraying is
unknown, and reliance is generally placed on the methods
already described. It must be admitted that, on the average
tea estate in Ceylon, there are many obstacles in the way of
spraying, not the least of which is the difficulty of securing
an adequate supply of water without an excessive expenditure
of labour. And it is practically impossible to spray effectively
unpruned tea planted 4 feet by 4 feet.
A further objection to the general adoption of spraying
for diseases of tea in any country is based on the fear that
the fact may be utilised by its competitors in the world's
markets to its detriment. The most effective fungicidal
sprays are those which contain copper in some form, and if
such sprays are used there is a possibility that the manu-
factured tea might be thought to contain copper to an
amount which would be prejudicial to the health of the
consumer. This question has been investigated in India by
Annett and Kar, with the following result:
A certain area of an estate was sprayed with Bordeaux
mixture. Nine days later the tea was plucked, and 80
Ib. of made tea was manufactured from the sprayed leaf.
An equal quantity was taken for comparison from the tea
made from the leaf plucked on an unsprayed area. On
analysis the tea from the sprayed area was found to contain
half a grain of copper per lb.? while that from the unsprayed
area contained one-twelfth of a grain of copper per Ib. A
sample of tea bought on the open market was found to con-
tain one-eighth of a grain of copper per Ib. As an additional